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OVERVIEW I

In an effort to recruit professional personnel to the field of special education who are interested
in teaching in the Tennessee public schools and serving students with disabilities, the Division of
Special Education within the Tennessee Department of Education is offering financial assistance
to post-baccalaureate and undergraduate students who meet the eligibility criteria presented in
Section IV of this document. This financial assistance is in keeping with the provisions of Part B
of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, as amended (IDEA or ACT) and T.C.A., Title
49-10-110, hereinafter referred to as the BASE-TN Teaching Program or The Program.

I. INTRODUCTION

A. The BASE-TN Teaching Program provides financial assistance in the form of
tuition remission for either part-time or full-time study to professional personnel
who desire to work in programs for the education of children with disabilities.
The purpose of the program is to help professional personnel meet licensure
requirements in the area of Special Education. Participation in the program is
limited to (a) post-baccalaureate candidates admitted to teacher education
programs (or eligible to be admitted and/or have provided written intent to seek
admission) in approved Tennessee colleges and universities, and (b) educational
assistants with at least two years of transferable college credit in an area of
special education who are currently employed by a Tennessee public school and
serve students with disabilities ages birth through twenty-one. These candidates
must seek Tennessee initial licensure in Special Education or an endorsement in
Special Education. The financial award entails a commitment to full-time
teaching two years in a Tennessee public school for each academic year the
award is received. The goal of the BASE-TN Teaching Program is to help
increase the number of fully licensed Tennessee teachers, including speech-
language pathologists, serving students with disabilities in Tennessee public
schools. See also Section IV (Eligibility) and Section V (Method of Selection).

BASE-TN Teaching Program funds may not be used to support out-of-state
tution/fees, other student fees (e.g., parking fees, laboratory fees,
online/distance education/technology fees, etc.) or purchase textbooks.

B. The following Tennessee colleges and universities have approved teacher
education programs, including special education, and participate in the
BASE-TN Teaching Program under these guidelines and criteria developed
jointly by the Tennessee Department of Education, Division of Special
Education, and the Tennessee Interagency Professional Educators Consortium

(TIPEC):
Cumberland University Lebanon
East TN State University Johnson City
Fisk University Nashville



Freed-Hardeman University Henderson

Lambuth University Jackson
LeMoyne-Owen College Memphis
Middle Tennessee State University Murfreesboro
Tennessee State University Nashville
Tennessee Technological University Cookeville
University of Memphis Memphis
University of Tennessee - Chattanooga Chattanooga
University of Tennessee - Knoxville Knoxville

All participating universities and colleges will, at the end of each semester,
provide the Department of Education, Division of Special Education, with rosters
of program participants, including students completing the special education
programs, type Tennessee special education license the participants have applied
for and received, efforts made by the scholars to find employment in a Tennessee
public school, and/or where employed. All program participants will be advised
to search for Tennessee teaching positions as well as post their resumes on the
Tennessee Department of Education’s online recruitment service, Teach
Tennessee (www.tnteachingjobs.org), during the last semester of their programs.
Tennessee schools will be encouraged to use Teach Tennessee to post job
announcements and to view resumes of potential teacher candidates and speech-
language pathologists who have participated in this program.

See Appendix A for a list of the college and university representatives and
relevant contact information.

C. Aspiring special education teachers and post-baccalaureate level speech-
language professionals interested in applying for BASE-TN Teaching
Program financial assistance are encouraged to submit applications to one of
the participating colleges or universities in keeping with the deadlines and other
requirements as set forth by that institution. See Appendix A for a list of the
participating institutions, the representatives, and other contact information. See
also Section IX: How to Apply for BASE-TN Assistantships and Fellowships.

II. GENERAL - Definitions as Used in the BASE-TN Teaching Program

A. “Academic year of BASE-TN financial support” consists of 30 semester hours
of support - typically eight or nine months - composed of two semesters, three
quarters or two trimesters of instruction. However, the 30 semester hours may be
completed during 12 months, 18 months or some other time frame in keeping
with the student's approved Plan of Study or Individualized Licensure Plan.
“One academic year of BASE-TN financial support” consists of 27 semester
hours of support for Master’s level speech-language pathology (SLP) students.
(Amended 7.25.06)

B. “Act” refers to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, as amended,
20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.



C. ""Areas of Special Education" include Preschool/Early Childhood PreK-1;
Hearing PreK-12; Vision PreK-12; Speech/Language PreK-12; Modified K-12;
and Comprehensive K-12.

D. “Certification of Eligibility for Federal Assistance” refers to the written
certification by the applicant indicating ( a) that he/she does not owe a debt, is
current in repaying a debt, or is not in default (as the term is used in 34 CFR Part
668) on a debt to the Federal Government under a procurement transaction (e.g.,
a previous loan, scholarship, grant, or cooperative agreement) or for a fellowship,
scholarship, stipend, discretionary grant or loan in any program of the Education
Department (ED) that is subject to 34 CFR 75.60, 75.61 and 75.62; OR (b) that
he/she has made arrangements satisfactory to the ED to repay the debt; and (c)
that he/she has not been declared by a judge, as a condition of sentencing under
section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988, ineligible to receive Federal
assistance for the period of the requested funding.

Programs subject to 34 CFR 75.60, 75.61 and 75.62 include the following:

\ Federal Pell Grant Program (20 U.S.C. 1070a, et seq.);

\ Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (SEOG) Program
(20 U.S.C. 1070(b), et seq.);

\ State Student Incentive Grant Program (SSIG) 20 U.S.C. 1070c. et seq.);

\ Federal Perkins Loan Program (20 U.S.C. 1087aa. Et seq.);

\ Income Contingent Direct Loan Demonstration Project (20 U.S.C. 1087a,
note);

\ Federal Stafford Loan Program, Federal Supplemental Loans for students
[SLS], Federal PLUS, or Federal Consolidation Loan Program (20 U.S.C.
1071, et seq.);

\ William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan Program (20 U.S.C. 1087a, et seq.);

\ Cuban Student Loan Program (20 U.S.C. 2601, et seq.);

\ Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship Program (20 U.S.C. 1070d-31, et seq.);

\ Jacob K. Javits Fellows Program (20 U.S.C. 1134h-11341);

\ Patricia Roberts Harris Fellowship Program (20 U.S.C. 1134d-1134g);

\ Christa McAuliffe Fellowship Program (20 U.S.C. 1105-11051);

\ Bilingual Education Fellowship Program (20 U.S.C. 3221-3262);

\ Rehabilitation Long-Term Training Program (29 U.S.C. 774(b));

\ Paul Douglas Teacher Scholarship Program (20 U.S.C. 1104, et seq.);

\ Law Enforcement Education Program (42 U.S.C. 3775);

\ Indian Fellowship Program (29 U.S.C. 774(b));

\ Teacher Quality Enhancement Grants Program (20 U.S.C. 1021, et seq.)

E. “Eligible schools” are those state-approved Tennessee public schools, including

the State Special Schools, where recipients may teach for credit toward their
service obligations, serving children with disabilities ages birth through 21.



“Exit Certification” refers to the process wherein a certificate is provided
scholars who complete their Plans of Study and satisty special education
licensure requirements. The certificate is provided by the institution and must
identify (a) the number of years the scholar must work to fulfill his or her work
requirements; (b) the total amount of the BASE-TN financial assistance received
subject to the work-or-repay requirements; (c) the time period during which the
scholar must satisfy the work requirements; and (d) employment related
information indicating the scholar’s intent to work in a Tennessee public school
serving students with disabilities two years for each year of financial report
received under the Program. The Exit Certificate MUST be signed by the student
and the institution representative.

“Full time student” is a student admitted to (or has provided written intent to
seek admission) the teacher education program of one of the approved
participating Tennessee colleges or universities and is enrolled in and making
satisfactory progress in a minimum of 12 semester hours (undergraduate
program) and 9 semester hours (graduate program). (Amended 7.25.06)

“Full-time teaching” is instruction (teaching) wherein a minimum of 80% of the
recipient’s weekly workload is devoted to teaching students with disabilities who
are enrolled in an approved Tennessee public school, exclusive of administrative,
counseling or other assigned duties.

“Full year of teaching service” shall be the ten-month contract period or its
equivalent (two complete semesters) of full-time teaching service in an approved
Tennessee public school.

“Grace period” is a period of SIX months that shall begin on the date the student
completes his/her Plan of Study in which repayment is not required. Ifthe
recipient does not fulfill his/her obligation to teach special education or serve as a
speech-language pathologist in accordance with the written agreement, the
traineeship or fellowship grant will be treated as a loan, with interest accruing
from the date of original award.

“Letter of recommendation” is a letter attesting to (a) the student's perceived
potential to successfully complete the coursework and other requirements leading
to initial Tennessee licensure in special education or to an endorsement in special
education, (b) the student’s perceived or stated commitment to teaching in an
area of special education in a Tennessee public school following the completion
of the program, and (c) the student's perceived or demonstrated potential for
success as a teacher or related services provider in a Tennessee public school.

“Payback” or “repayment” refers to monetary repayment of BASE-TN
financial assistance received in lieu of completion of a service obligation.

“Plan of study” is a plan of enrollment in specific coursework not to exceed
three academic years in which the scholar will complete all coursework and
other requirements for an initial Tennessee teacher license in special education or
an endorsement in special education.
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“Repayment period” is a period in which the award will be repaid and shall
begin at the end of the grace period or whenever the awarding Tennessee
university or college determines that the recipient has not complied with the
requirements of the Program.

“Promissory Note” (as used in the BASE-TN Program) is a legal financial
document between the BASE-TN scholarship recipient and the State of
Tennessee that sets forth the amount of funds the scholar will repay the
State of Tennessee should he or she default in his/her responsibilities and
work obligations as defined in the Student Service Agreement and the
BASE-TN Guidelines. The Note defines the conditions that constitute
default. Upon fulfillment of the agreed upon responsibilities and work
obligations, the note becomes null and void.

“Satisfactory progress” is a standard of progress toward completion of the
pursued approved Plan of Study during which time the scholar maintains the
standards set by the participating university's Teacher Education
Program/Speech-Language Department. ("Student Progress Forms" will be
provided by the involved college or university, and these forms must be
completed at the end of each semester by the BASE-TN supported students.
Copies will be forwarded to the TN Department of Education, BASE-TN Office.)

“Scholar” refers to an individual who is pursuing a special education degree,
license, or endorsement and who receives scholarship or financial assistance
through the BASE-TN Teaching Program.

“Service obligation” refers to a scholar’s employment* obligation to serve in an
approved Tennessee public school two years for each 30 semester hours of
financial support (or portion thereof) serving students with disabilities ages birth
through twenty-one. “Service obligation” for Master’s level speech-language
pathology scholars refers to a scholar’s employment™ obligation to serve in an
approved Tennessee public school two years for each 27 semester hours of
financial support (or portion thereof) serving students with disabilities ages birth
through twenty-one. *Scholar must be fully licensed as a teacher of special
education or a speech-language pathologist. Employment while serving on a
permit, waiver, interim license or alternative license does not enable the scholar
to fulfill his/her service obligation under BASE-TN.

“Statement of intent” is a signed statement from a candidate certifying his or her
intent (a) to become a special education teacher or speech-language pathologist
in a public state-approved Tennessee school system serving children with
disabilities ages birth through 21, and (b) to comply with the requirements of the
BASE-TN Teaching Program as set forth in these Guidelines.

“Student Service Agreement” is a signed and notarized formal agreement
between the scholar who is a BASE-TN Teaching Program award recipient,
the involved university or college and the Tennessee Department of



U.

Education. This Agreement, which consists also of a Promissory Note by
reference, delineates the scholar’s service obligations in a Tennessee public
school serving students with disabilities ages 0 — 21 upon completion of the
approved Plan of Study leading to teacher licensure in special education or
speech-language pathology. The SSA defines the “work or repayment”
requirements of the BASE-TN Program. The scholar is required to work
full-time in a Tennessee public school as a fully licensed teacher/speech-
language pathologist two years for each year of tuition support received.
The service obligation requirement cannot be satisfied by scholars serving
on an Alternative Teacher License.

“The BASE-TN Teaching Program” is the Become A Special Educator in
Tennessee Program, sponsored by the Tennessee Department of Education,
Division of Special Education, in keeping with the mandates of IDEA, and
T.C.A. §49-10-110 designed to help increase the number of properly licensed
Tennessee teachers, including speech-language pathologists, who serve students
with disabilities ages birth through twenty-one.

III. GENERAL - Terms of the Traineeships, Fellowship Grants and Application
Submittal

A.

C.

To be eligible for an award, all participating students MUST attend one of the
Tennessee colleges or universities listed in (I-B) above and make satisfactory
progress in keeping with the students' approved Plans of Study or Individualized
Licensure Plans as determined by the institutions' written policies.

Funds received from this program are considered financial assistance for
purposes of determining student aid eligibility under programs authorized by
Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended.

All such grants or awards shall be evidenced by signed and notarized Student
Service Agreements (SSAs) and signed Promissory Notes in amounts equivalent
to the tuition expended on the scholar’s behalf. The Notes will be conditioned
upon the scholar providing two years of service as a fully licensed speech-
language pathologist or teacher of students with disabilities ages 0 — 21 for each
academic year of BASE-TN financial support received or portion thereof as a
participant in the Become A Special Educator in Tennessee Program (BASE-TN
Program) with all service being provided in a Tennessee public school as an
employee of the said district, including the State Special Schools. (See Part II of
this document for the definition of “academic year of BASE-TN financial
support.”’) Upon fulfillment of the aforementioned condition, the obligation
of the scholar will be discharged and the note will be voided.

The original copies of the Student Service Agreements and the Notes must be
maintained by the teacher education program or speech-language department of
the Tennessee colleges or universities where the recipients are enrolled with
copies of the Notes forwarded to the Tennessee Department of Education,
Division of Special Education, at the end of each semester (fall, spring and
summer).
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The Student Service Agreement and the Promissory Note will be provided by the
participating college or university as part of each applicant’s admission
requirements. The Promissory Note MUST be signed EACH semester that the
scholar receives BASE-TN support.

All applications received and approved shall be subject to the availability of
funds.

Applications must be submitted to the college and university representatives by

the designated deadlines as determined by the participating colleges and
universities. See Appendix B for a copy of the BASE-TN Teaching Program
Application. See Appendix A for the application due dates at the participating
institutions.

ELIGIBILITY

The successful applicant MUST meet the following criteria:

A.

Citizen, national or permanent resident of the United States and resident of
Tennessee. Successful applicants may also reside in a contiguous state; however
these applicants who reside in contiguous states MUST be CURRENTLY
employed in a Tennessee school system. All full time BASE-TN supported
students must reside in Tennessee.

Satisfy the eligibility criteria for a First Priority or a Second Priority candidate as
defined in Section V of these Guidelines.

Admitted to the undergraduate or graduate program of one of the participating
Tennessee colleges and universities listed in (I-B) above, depending upon the
student's current status. A candidate with less than a Bachelor's degree should be
admitted to the undergraduate program as a degree seeking student in an area of
special education. A candidate with a Bachelor's degree should be admitted to
the graduate school as a degree seeking or non-degree seeking student.

Admitted to the teacher education program during the second semester of
enrollment to continue receiving BASE-TN financial support. Preference will be
given to candidates whose Plans of Study reflect intended admission to the
teacher education program by the beginning of the second semester of
enrollment. Preference will also be given to candidates who have successfully
passed PRAXIS I, meet the ACT/SAT requirements and/or satisfy the GPA,
MAT and/or GRE requirements of the involved university or college.

Not hold a Tennessee teacher’s license in an area of special education. (NOTE:
Speech-Language Pathology candidates MUST hold a minimum of a Bachelor’s
degree in Speech-Language.) Also, see item (O) of this Section that clarifies the
relationship between financial support through the Tennessee Special Education
Institutes and financial support through the BASE-TN Teaching Program.
(Amended 08.20.04)
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F. Submit a signed and notarized Student Service Agreement to the Tennessee
college or university where admitted to the undergraduate or graduate program,
indicating intent to teach in a state-approved Tennessee public school, serve
children with disabilities ages birth through 21 on a full-time basis two years for
each year (FTE) an award is received, and express intent to comply with all other
requirements as delineated in the guidelines and regulations that govern the
BASE-TN Teaching Program.

G. Submit a signed Promissory Note each semester tuition remission is received,
with the understanding that the Notes will be voided upon fulfillment of the
service obligations to the State of Tennessee as defined in the BASE-TN
Guidelines.

H. Submit a copy of the approved Plan of Study developed cooperatively with the
certification officer (or other such representative of the college or university)
where the candidate intends to study. The approved Plan of Study must include
the signature of the certification officer or other such representative of the college
or university.

I. Not accept any other financial aid that carries with it a conflicting service
obligation. For the purposes of the BASE-TN Teaching Program, participation in
the Minority Teaching Fellows Program shall be considered as accepting aid
which carries a conflicting service obligation. Prior recipients of the Teacher
Loan/Scholarship Program, the Teacher Loan Program for Disadvantaged Areas
of Tennessee, and Tennessee's Special Education Institutes may be eligible for
the BASE-TN Teaching Program, although funds may not be received from two
or more programs during any one academic year. Students may receive
BASE-TN Teaching Program support from one college or university only. Also,
see item (O) of this Section. (Amended 8.20.04)

J. Submit a complete application to the representatives of the college or university
of choice by the established deadlines as determined by the participating colleges
and universities. See section (I-B) above for a list of the participating colleges
and universities. See Appendix A for a list of the college and university
representatives and the application due dates. The application must include all
required supporting documents (e.g., copies of college transcripts).

NOTE: Applicants should not send the BASE-TN Teaching Program
Applications to the Tennessee Department of Education.

See Appendix B for a copy of the BASE-TN Teaching Program Application. The
application may also be obtained from the college and university representatives
listed in Appendix A of this document, or it may be downloaded at the following
site: www.state.tn.us/education/speced/

11
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Agree to inform the Tennessee college or university (where enrolled) and the
Tennessee Department of Education, Division of Special Education, in writing
when any significant change in status occurs and provide documentation to
support it. This shall include, but is not limited to, changes in name, address, and
enrollment. After obtaining teacher licensure, the recipient shall also inform the
Tennessee college or university where a Plan of Study was completed when a
teaching position has been obtained, when there are changes in teaching
assignments, or if/when the teaching service is terminated.

Shall not be in default on any loan received to attend a postsecondary institution
and can provide written evidence.

Shall complete and sign a Certification of Eligibility for Federal Assistance.
(Form will be provided by the grantee institution.) Also, see item (D) in Part II —
General Definitions.

Upon completion of Program of Study and meeting requirements for Tennessee
teacher licensure, including speech-language pathology, participants MUST:

1. Post their resumes with the Department of Education's online teacher
recruitment service, Teach Tennessee (www.tnteachingjobs.org).

2. Send a copy of their resumes to: TN Department of Education; Division
of Special Education; Attn: Dr. Cleo Harris; 7t Floor, Andrew Johnson
Tower; 710 James Robertson Parkway; Nashville, TN 37243-0380. These
resumes will be distributed to Tennessee public school systems and State
Special Schools.

3. Complete and sign the BASE-TN Program Exit Certificate. The
institution where the scholar completed the program must provide the
following information on the Exit Certificate:

a. The number of years the scholar needs to work to satisfy the work
requirements;
b. The total amount of BASE-TN scholarship or financial assistance

received subject to the requirements of this Program;

c. The time period during which the scholar must satisfy the work
requirements/service obligation; and

d. All other obligations of the scholars as defined by the institution.
Upon receipt of the information listed immediately above, the

scholar must provide written certification to the grantee institution
that the information included in the Exit Certificate is correct.

12
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The Exit Certificate will be retained by the institution where the
student completed his or her Plan of Study, with a copy provided
the scholar. A copy MUST also be forwarded to the Tennessee
Department of Education.

NOTE: Ifa scholar elects not to fulfill his/her service obligation
under the BASE-TN Teaching Program, the grantee
institution must notify the State of Tennessee, Department
of Education.

Shall not be receiving, or eligible to receive, support through the Tennessee
Special Education Institutes.

1.

Individuals currently employed as special education teachers or related
services personnel (e.g. speech-language pathologist, OT, PT, etc.) and
serving on a permit, waiver, or interim/alternative license are NOT
eligible for BASE-TN Teaching Program financial support. (Amended
8.20.04)

Scholars currently receiving BASE-TN Teaching Program tuition support
who are offered employment in a Tennessee public school serving
students with disabilities ages birth through twenty-one PRIOR to
completion of their Plans of Study remain eligible for BASE-TN support
provided the scholars continue satisfying all other requirements of the
college or university where they are enrolled as BASE-TN Teaching
Program recipients. (Amended 8.30.05)

Individuals who are currently eligible for financial support through the
Tennessee Special Education Institutes are NOT eligible for BASE-TN
Teaching Program financial support. (Amended 8.20.04)

Individuals currently receiving, or eligible to receive, support through the
Tennessee Special Education Institutes are not eligible to "switch to" the
BASE-TN Teaching Program for financial support. (Amended 8.20.04)

Participate in BASE-TN Information sessions provided by the grantee institutions

at least once per semester.

V. METHOD OF SELECTION

A.

Each year that funds are available, preliminary ratings of applications will be
made two or more times per year by the College and University Selection
Committees based upon established criteria for participation in the BASE-TN
Teaching Program. The College and University Selection Committees will
review the top rated candidates to determine the final selections. Each Selection

13



Committee will include at least one representative from the Tennessee
Department of Education. The Tennessee Department of Education, BASE-TN
Office, may request copies of the applications to determine funding needs and
trends critical to the efficiency of The Program.

The following priority groups have been established for the BASE-TN Teaching
Program:

1.

First priority shall be given to candidates with a Bachelor's degree or
higher whose approved Plans of Study indicate intent to complete all
remaining course work and other requirements for Tennessee licensure in
an area of special education within 12 to 24 calendar months from
effective date of original award. This first priority includes "career
switchers" or persons with a major other than an area of special education
who now seek to obtain Tennessee teacher licensure in an area of special
education (e.g., persons who hold a degree in general psychology,
English, or elementary education). Speech-language pathology
applicants MUST hold a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree in speech-
language pathology or have completed 21 hours of prerequisite
coursework in speech-language pathology. The BASE-TN Teaching
Program will provide financial support in the form of tuition remission to
complete licensure requirements as reflected in each student's Plan of
Study. The extent of the tuition support provided will be determined by
the availability of funds at the participating institutions.

Second priority shall include persons who (a) are currently working
full-time as an educational assistant in a Tennessee approved public
school, (b) have earned at least two years of transferable college credit in
an area of special education, (c) are currently serving students with
disabilities on a full-time basis, and (d) submit written intent to earn a
Bachelor's degree in special education within a maximum of three
calendar years. The BASE-TN Teaching Program will provide financial
support in the form of tuition remission, assisting the scholar in
completing graduation requirements leading to an initial Tennessee
teacher license in special education as reflected in the scholar’s Plan of
Study. Second priority students will be required to begin fulfilling their
service obligations as full-time teachers of special education in keeping
with the BASE-TN Guidelines upon completion of the Bachelor’s degree.
Second priority program completers (i.e., scholars with a Bachelor’s
degree) will be ineligible for additional BASE-TN financial support. The
extent of the tuition support provided will be determined by the
availability of funds at the participating institutions. BASE-TN funds
may not be used to support scholars in pursuit of a Bachelor’s degree in
speech-language pathology, nor the pre-requisite courses required of
speech-language pathology majors.

14



C. The ranking of applicants must consider grade point average, prior teaching
experience with children with disabilities, number of semester hours required to
satisfy requirements for a Tennessee teacher license in special education, and
teacher shortage areas within the field of Special Education. Criteria for
applicant rankings may also include standardized test scores, evidence of
commitment (e.g., experiences that would indicate an interest in teaching
students with disabilities), and other such factors that shall be identified as
relevant to meeting the goals and interests of the BASE-TN Teaching Program.

VL AMOUNTS AND TERMS OF BASE-TN TEACHING PROGRAM AWARDS

A. All such grants or awards shall be evidenced by signed and notarized
Student Service Agreements and Promissory Notes* maintained by the
Teacher Education Program, Special Education Department, and/or Speech-
Language Department of the Tennessee college or university where the recipients
are enrolled with a roster of the students forwarded to the Tennessee Department
of Education, Division of Special Education, at the end of each semester (fall,
spring and summer). The maximum award available to any student shall be
established each semester consistent with the student's approved Plan of Study.
The BASE-TN Teaching Program will provide support in the form of tuition
remission. BASE-TN Teaching Program funds may not be used to pay out-of-
state fees/tuition. (*For additional information pertaining to the Promissory
Note requirements and how the financial obligations of the scholar may be
voided, see Part III, item “C” above.)

The amount of the BASE TN Teaching Program award shall be determined by
the number of semester hours carried by the student and the amount of funds
available for the BASE-TN Teaching Program at the participating institution
where the student is enrolled. The participating institution determines the
specific amount of BASE-TN Teaching Program funds that may be awarded to
the eligible students for fuition support. Students awarded BASE-TN Teaching
Program support will be responsible for other matriculation costs, including
textbooks, fees (e.g., parking fees, on-line fees, computer lab fees, technology
fees, laboratory fees, etc.), meals, out-of-state-fees/tuition, housing, copying, and
other related expenses. BASE-TN Teaching Program assistance will be awarded
in keeping with the current requirements and provisions of the granting agency,
the Tennessee State Department of Education.

B. Payments** for the eligible students' tuition will be provided one semester at
a time payable to the college or university where the students are enrolled. Prior
to disbursing the funds for a student, the institutions shall ensure that (1) the
recipient continues to be enrolled in a teacher education program for the number
of hours outlined in the students' approved Plan of Study; (2) the student has
signed a Promissory Note for the tuition amount required in the current semester;
and (3) that the recipient is making satisfactory progress in accordance with the
goals of the BASE-TN Teaching Program and the written requirements of the
institutions' teacher education programs/speech-language department.
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**The amount of the BASE-TN Teaching Program awards for tuition at
participating private and independent colleges and universities shall not
exceed the current rate at the Tennessee Board of Regents’ Universities.
BASE-TN Teaching Program candidates MAY be encouraged to seek other
financial assistance through application for Pell Grants, student loans, and
other sources to account for the difference between the BASE-TN award and
the tuition at the involved private or independent college or university,
consistent with the requirements of that institution of higher education.

C. Cancellation

1.

For each two years of creditable full-time teaching service, as defined in
these Guidelines, the recipient/scholar shall receive cancellation credit of
one academic year’s award (i.e., the equivalent of 30 semester hours for
special education teachers, and the equivalent of 27 semester hours for
speech-language pathologists).

Cancellation shall apply only if the recipient/scholar completes a Plan of
Study leading to a Tennessee teacher license in an area of special
education/speech-language pathology (i.e., initial teaching license or an
endorsement) and subsequently teaches special education or serves as a
speech-language pathologist in an approved Tennessee public school
serving students with disabilities ages birth through 21. (NOTE:
Scholars who are employed by private agencies who are in a contractual
arrangement with a Tennessee public school system or State Special
School are NOT eligible for cancellation. The recipient/scholar must be
employed by an approved Tennessee public school system or Tennessee
State Special School.)

A grace period of SIX months may be granted to allow the recipient the
opportunity to secure employment to begin cancellation credit. When a
recipient has obtained a creditable teaching position, some or all of the
grace period may be waived at his or her written request forwarded to the
teacher education program or speech-language department of the college
or university where the scholar completed the approved Plan of Study.

Recipients who believe that they are employed in teaching positions
which qualify them for cancellation credit must notify the Tennessee
college or university where the program was completed of that teaching
status. Those individuals the institutions determine to be in a creditable
full-time teaching position shall be granted a postponement on repayment
to allow them the opportunity to complete two full years of teaching for
each year of BASE-TN Teaching Program financial support. Upon
completion of said years of teaching, cancellation credit will be applied
upon receipt of the verification of such service.
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5. Fractions of a year of less than one semester as a teacher of special
education/speech-language pathologist will not be credited toward
cancellation. Recipients who have completed a single semester of
creditable full-time teaching service may request a postponement of up to
one year to allow them the opportunity to secure another special
education teaching position in Tennessee. Cancellation credit will then
be applied upon receipt of verification of the completion of such service.

6. The debt shall be canceled in case of the death of the recipient.

7. If a recipient is determined to be totally and permanently disabled under
the standards established by T.C.A. for determining disability for
members of the Tennessee Consolidated Retirement System, the
outstanding debt shall be canceled. A recipient is not considered totally
and permanently disabled on the basis of a condition that existed prior to
his/her application unless the recipient’s condition has substantially
deteriorated since he/she submitted the application. If at any time
subsequent to an initial determination of disability the recipient’s
condition improves to the point where a total and permanent disability no
longer exists, the institution may reinstate any outstanding obligations
previously canceled.

8. The amount of this award plus interest may not be discharged in a
bankruptcy filed during the first seven years after the repayment of the
award first becomes due (exclusive of any periods of deferment or other
authorized suspension of the repayment period).

D. Repayment

1. The award must be repaid should the recipient choose not to honor the
terms and conditions of the Student Service Agreement and the
guidelines that govern the BASE-TN Teaching Program.

2. The amount of the award or scholarship that has not been retired through
eligible service will constitute a debt to the State of Tennessee that
MUST be repaid by the scholar and may be collected by the State of
Tennessee. Repayment will include the full amount of the award
received plus interest, in an amount proportional to the service obligation
not completed as follows:

a. The State of Tennessee charges the scholar interest on the unpaid
balance owed.

b. Interest on the unpaid balance accrues from the date the scholar is
determined to have entered repayment status.

c. Any accrued interest is capitalized at the time the scholar’s
repayment schedule is established.
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d. No interest is charged for the period of time during which
repayment has been deferred.

e. The State of Tennessee may impose reasonable collection costs.
f. A scholar enters repayment status on the first day of the first
calendar month after the earliest of the following dates, as
applicable:
i. The date the scholar informs the grantee institution that

he/she does not plan to fulfill the service obligation under
these Guidelines;

ii. Any date when the scholar’s failure to begin or maintain
employment makes it impossible for the individual to
complete the service obligation within the number of years
required to satisfy his/her obligations under this program; or

iii. Any date on which the scholar discontinues enrollment in
the course of study as described in these guidelines.

g. The scholar must make payment(s) to the State of Tennessee that
cover(s) principal, interest, and collection costs according to a
schedule established by the Tennessee State Department of
Education.

Repayment may be in whole or in monthly installments in
accordance with a schedule established by the Tennessee State
Department of Education.

Communications from the scholars regarding repayments
MUST be sent to the grantee institution as specified by the
grantee institution with copies to the Tennessee Department
of Education.

Repayment by recipients who complete the Plan of Study shall begin
on the first day of the month following the end of the grace period.

Repayment by recipients who fail to complete the Plan of Study shall
begin on the first day of the month after the college or university has
determined that the students are no longer enrolled in its teacher
education program/speech-language pathology program or otherwise fail
to comply with the terms of the agreement. Interest shall begin to accrue
immediately after termination of the award.
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VIL

VIIIL.

IX.

5. The college or university where the candidate received the BASE-TN
scholarship or financial support MUST inform the Tennessee Department
of Education if a scholar fails to fulfill or chooses not to fulfill the service
obligations of the BASE-TN Teaching Program. This notice MUST be
sent within 30 days of the grantee’s awareness that the scholar does not
intend to satisfy service obligations consistent with the requirements of
the BASE-TN Program.

APPEALS PROCEDURE

A. Generally, the rulings of the program’s Director, Tennessee Department of
Education, Division of Special Education, in conjunction with the university or
college Certification Officer, or Dean of Education - as deemed appropriate by the
Director - shall apply.

B. An individual who believes that the ruling was not in accordance with the
published Guidelines and the goals and intent of the BASE-TN Teaching
Program may appeal to the Assistant Commissioner, Tennessee Department of
Education, Division of Special Education, for relief. The ruling of the Assistant
Commissioner shall be the last administrative remedy.

PRECEDENCE OF THE ACTS

These Guidelines are subordinate to IDEA and T.C.A. §§49-10-110 and are intended to
facilitate their implementation. Any portions of these Guidelines which are adjudicated
as contrary to law are to be considered null and void. All other portions of these
guidelines shall be severed therefrom and considered in full force.

HOW TO APPLY FOR BASE-TN ASSISTANTSHIPS AND FELLOWSHIPS

Interested persons who meet the eligibility criteria shown in Part IV above should contact
the appropriate college or university representatives listed in Appendix A of this
document. BASE-TN Teaching Program Applications may be obtained from these
representatives. Also refer to Appendix B for a copy of the BASE-TN Teaching Program
Application. The completed application MUST be submitted to the college or
university where the applicant intends to enroll by the appropriate deadlines
indicated by the participating colleges and universities. {See Section (I-B) of this
document as well as the BASE-TN Teaching Program Application form for a list of the
participating institutions.} The applicant MUST also satisfy other requirements of the
participating colleges and universities (e.g., admission to undergraduate or graduate
school) as designated by the institutions.

NOTE: The BASE-TN Teaching Program financial awards are competitive and MUST
be coordinated with other financial assistance received by the applicant before
and/or after being awarded in keeping with the requirements of the college or
university where the applicant seeks to enroll. This includes - but is not limited
to - employer and/or agency tuition reimbursement programs, loans and grants
from other sources.
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X.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

For additional information regarding these Guidelines or the BASE -TN Teaching
Program, contact:

Dr. Cleo J. Harris, Director of the BASE-TN Initiative

Tennessee Department of Education, Division of Special Education
7t Floor, Andrew Johnson Tower

710 James Robertson Parkway

Nashville, TN 37243-0380

Telephone: 615-532-3259

E-mail: cleo.harris@state.tn.us

OR

Contact the appropriate college or university representative shown in Appendix A.
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APPENDIX A

BASE-TN TEACHING PROGRAM

College and University Representatives or Contact Persons

base-tn

Rev. 12-15-06

NAME / E-MAIL ADDRESS

UNIVERSITY

ADDRESS

AREAS OF
CONCENTRATION

TEL / FAX

APPLICATION DUE

DATES

DR. K. CHARLES COLLIER
ccollier@cumberland.edu

Cumberland University

School of Education
One Cumberland Square

Modified K-12
Comprehensive K-12

615-444-2562
Ext 1110

12-15-06 (Spr-07)
04-20-07 (Sum-07)

MS. JOYCE STALLINGS Cumberland University Lebanon, TN 37087 1-877-217-5284 07-27-07 (Fall 07)
jstallings@cumberland.edu 615-444-2562
Ext 1173
DR. LORI MARKS East TN State University HDAL Box 70548 Modified K- 423-439-7685 11-03-06 (Spr-07)
marks@etsu.edu Johnson City, TN 37614 03-30-07 (Sum-07)

MRS. CYNTHIA HALES
halesc@etsu.edu

East TN State University

Comprehensive K-12

423-439-7675
423-439-7790

07-20-07 (Fall 07)

MR. RICHARD BOWERS
rbowers@fisk.edu

DR. DEBBIE THOMAS
dthomas@fisk.edu

Fisk University

Fisk University

1000 17™ Avenue North
Nashville, TN 37208-3051

Modified K-12

615-329-8683

615-329-8745
615-329-8802

08-05-06 (Fall 06)
11-15-06 (Spr 07)
04-18-07 (Sum 07)
08-03-07 (Fall 07)

DR. JOHN SWEENEY
jsweeney@fhu.edu

DR. MARIE C. JOHNSON
mcjohnson@fhu.edu

Freed-Hardeman University

Freed-Hardeman University

School of Education
158 East Main Street
Henderson, TN 38340-2399

Modified K-12
Comprehensive K-12

731-989-6074
731-989-6959

731-989-6781

11-17-06 (Spr 07)
03-15-07 (Sum 07)
07-15-07 (Fall 07)

MS. PAULA BROWNYARD
brownyard@lambuth.edu

Lambuth University

School of Education
158 East Main Street
Jackson, TN 38301

Modified K-12
Comprehensive K-11

731-425-3264
731-425-2311

11-10-06 (Spring 07)
03-09-07 (Sum 07)

DR. RALPH CALHOUN
ralph calhoun@nile.loc.edu

DR. ROBERTA J. WILBURN
roberta_ wilburn@loc.edu

LeMoyne-Owen College

LeMoyne-Owen College

807 Walker Avenue
Memphis, TN 38126-9989

Modified K-12

901-435-1276
901-435-1298

901-435-1284
901-435-1298

11-01-06 (Spr/Sum 07)

06-30-07 (Fall 07)
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DR.

CRAIG RICE*
crice@mtsu.edu

*Effective September 01, 2006

Middle TN State University

P.O. Box 69
Murfreesboro, TN 37132

Modified K-12
Comprehensive K-12

615-898-5643
615-898-2309

10-01-06 (Spr/Sum-07)
03-01-07 (Fall-07)
10-01-06 (Spr/Sum-07)
03-01-07 (Fall 07)

DR.

SUMITA CHAKRABORTI-GHOSH

SChakraborti@tnstate.edu

TN State University

Dept. of Teaching and Learning /
Special Education

209-D, Clay Education Hall

3500 John A. Merritt Blvd.
Nashville, TN 37209-1561

Modified K-12

615-963-5476
615-963-5218

09-30-06 (Spr-07)
02-15-07 (Sum-07)
06-30-07 (Fall 07)

DR. TOM WILLIS TN Technological University | Box 5074 Modified K-12 931-372-3558 12-04-06 (Spr-07)
twillis@tntech.edu Cookeville, TN 38505 Comprehensive K-12 931-372-6270 04-16-07 (Sum-07)
07-16-07 (Fall 07)
DR. SANDRA COOLEY-NICHOLS University of Memphis 413D Ball Hall Modified K-12 901-678-2862 10-31-06 (Spr-07)
smcooley@memphis.edu Memphis, TN 38152 Comprehensive K-12 901-678-3881 03-30-07 (Sum/Fall-07)
DR. BARBARA RAY University of TN - 615 McCallie Avenue Ig(:):lﬂiz(lilelfl-sliie K-12 423-425-4538 11-15-06 (Spr-07)
barbara-ray@utc.edu Chattanooga Chattanooga, TN 37403 Pres :)hool /Early 423-425-5380 04-20-06 (Sum 07)
Childhood PreK-1 06-30-07 (Fall 07)
DR. SHARON BARKDOLL University of TN - Knoxville | Theory/Practice in Teacher Modified K-12 865-974-6459 10-31-06 (Spr-07)
sbarkdol@utk.edu Education Comprehensive K-12 865-974-8718 03-30-07 (Sum-07)
MS. LYNETTA HOLBROOK Claxton Complex A409 Pres :)hool /Earl 06-30-07 (Fall 07)
lholbroo@utk.edu Knoxville, TN 37996-3442 Childhood Prer(-Gra de 3 865-974-2532
DR. HAROLD D. MITCHELL Tennessee State University Department of Speech Pathology | Speech-Language 615-963-7009 11-01-06 (Spr 07)

hmitchell@tnstate.edu

& Audiology

330 Tenth Avenue, North
Box 131, Suite A
Nashville, TN 37203-3401

Pathology
(Master’s Level, full-time
students only)

615-963-7119

03-15-07 (Fall 07)

DR.

TINA SMITH
Tsmith39@tnstate.edu

Tennessee State University

Department of Speech Pathology
& Audiology

330 Tenth Avenue, North

Box 131, Suite A

N Ashville, TN 37203-3401

Speech-Language
Pathology

(Master’s level, online /
distance education
courses only)***

615-963-7057

11-01-06 (Spr 07)

03-15-07 (Fall 07)

***For additional information and courses offered, visit www.k12.tn.us/BASE-TN and click on “Special Education Announcements & Training.”
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APPLICATION
Appendix B

Become A Special Educator in TN

Teaching Program
’ Tennessee Department of Education

Division of Special Education
7th Floor, Andrew Johnson Tower
710 James Robertson Parkway
Nashville, Tennessee 37243
615-532-3259 = 1-888-212-3162 < 615-253-5567 (FAX)

Type or print in ink. All information must be completed and received at the college or university of the applicant’s choice by the date
indicated by that institution. A commitment to full-time teaching in a Tennessee public school serving children with disabilities ages birth
through twenty-one is a requisite for receiving the BASE-TN award. An applicant must be (1) a post-baccalaureate student with a major other
than Special Education who is seeking an initial teacher license or an endorsement in Special Education, including Master’s level Speech-
Language Pathology or (2) an educational assistant currently employed in a Tennessee public school serving students with disabilities ages
birth through twenty-one who is seeking an initial Tennessee teacher license in Special Education. The educational assistant must have earned
a minimum of two years of transferable college credit in an area of Special Education. (See the accompanying BASE-TN Guidelines for other
criteria that may apply: www.k12.tn.us/BASE-TN and www.state.tn.us/education/speced/). The awards are made on a competitive basis
contingent upon available funding.

PART I
1. Name:
(Last) (Firsy) MI)

2. Social Security No.: 3. E-Mail Address:
4. Current Home Address:

City: State: Z1P: + County:
5. Permanent Home Address:

City: State: Z1P: + County:
6. Phone: 7. Drivers License State: No:
8. U.S. Citizen, National or Permanent Resident: D Yes D No (Only U.S. citizens, nationals & permanent residents are eligible.)
9. Birth Date:

(Optional) Month Day Year
10. Race (Check One): D American Indian or D Asian or Pacific Islander 11. Sex: D Male D Female

Alaska Native
[0 Black [ Hispanic
D White D Other
(Specify)
12. Are you licensed to teach in Tennessee? D Yes (attach copy/copies with application) D No
If “yes”, in which area(s):
License #.:
License #.:
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Are you currently employed as a teacher or speech therapist/pathologist/teacher? D Yes D No
If yes, which state? Grade Level?

School System? Subject(s) Taught?

Principal’s Name: Tel: ( )

Address of School:

Are you currently employed in a Tennessee public school as an educational assistant/speech-language assistant?

D Yes D No

If yes, which school system? Do you serve students with disabilities? [] Yes [] No

What percentage of the day? %

Describe the student composition of the classroom(s) where you serve:

Principal’s Name: Tel: ( )

Address of School:

Have you completed at least two years of transferable college credit in an area of special education?* D Yes D No
*College transcript(s) MUST be attached to reflect this college work

Are you a resident of Tennessee? D Yes D No (Preference will be given to Tennessee residents.)

Please check each program in which you are a current or prior award recipient:
Teacher Loan/Scholarship

Ned McWherter Scholars Program
Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship Program

D Teacher Loan Program for Disadvantaged Areas

D Minority Teaching Fellow Program
D Educ Assistant Program: Cumberland, Lee & Bethel

oooo

D Community College Ed. Scholarship for Minorities
D Others (specify)

TN DOE Special Education Institute

Will you receive or have your received any other financial aid that requires a teaching commitment or other type service
obligation after you receive your Tennessee teacher license in an area of special education? D Yes No

If yes, explain:

Have you or do you currently receive financial support through the TN Special Education Institutes? D Yes D No

If yes, tell when and give the number of hours of support received:

After you receive your teacher license in an area of Special Education, including Speech-Language Pathology, what level do
you plan/prefer to teach/serve?
D Infants/Preschool D Elementary D Secondary

Which area of special education do you plan to seek an initial Tennessee license in special education or an additional
endorsement in special education?

Preschool/Early Childhood PreK-1 D Speech/Language PreK-12
[ Vision PreK-12 [] Hearing PreK-12
D Modified K-12 D Comprehensive K-12
What is the highest degree you hold? D High School Diploma D Associate Degree
[[] Bachelor's Degree [[] Master's Degree
[] Doctor's Degree [ Other (specify):
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22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Where do you plan to enroll?*

Cumberland University Middle TN State University
East TN State University TN State University
Fisk University TN Technological University
Freed Hardeman University University of Memphis

Lambuth University University of TN - Chattanooga

O0OoOooao
oo0o00aa

LeMoyne-Owen College University of TN - Knoxville

* Students may receive BASE-TN Teaching Program financial support from one college or university only. The completed BASE-TN Teaching
Application MUST be submitted to the designated college or university representative. See Appendix A.

Have you been accepted by this Institution's Graduate Program?  [T] Yes [[] No (Ifyes, attach acceptance letter.)
Have you been accepted by this Institution's Undergraduate Program? D Yes D No (Ifyes, attach acceptance letter.)

Have you been accepted by this Institution's Teacher Education Program or Speech Language Department?
D Yes D No (If yes, attach acceptance letter.)

Have you completed your Plan of Study that indicates the courses you need to satisfy requirements for initial Tennessee
license in special education or an endorsement in special education? [] Yes [] No (Ifyes, attach copy, including signature of
the institution’s Director of Teacher Education Program, Dean, Department Head, or Certification Officer.)

Indicate each term for which you are applying for BASE-TN Teaching Program tuition support and hours you plan to take
based on your Plan of Study developed cooperatively with a college or university teacher education program representative:

Number of Credit Hours Projected Calendar Year(s) of Matriculation
Fall Semester

Spring Semester
Summer — 1* Term
Summer — 2™ Term
Summer — Full Term
Otbher (specify)

TESOR P

When do you anticipate completing the requirements for Tennessee teacher licensure in an area of Special Education?

Month Year (Preference given to scholars completing program in
shortest time period.)

STANDARDIZED TESTS SCORE REPORTS. Provide scores you received on the following standardized tests and the dates
the tests were taken. (Must attach copies of score reports.)

Act Date SAT Date
Score: Taken: OR Score: Taken:
GRE Verbal Quantitative:

Scores:

MAT Date

Score: Taken:

REFERENCES: You MUST attach four letters of recommendation. One of these letters may be a recommendation from an
official of the Teacher Education Program at the educational institution or current or former professors in speech-language
attesting to your stated commitment to teaching / speech-language pathology and perceived promise of professional success as
a teacher/professional educator serving students with disabilities ages birth through twenty-one. If employed in a school
position (e.g., educational assistant, speech-language teacher, school counselor, etc.), you MUST include letters from the
special education supervisor in the system where you are employed, principal and immediate supervisor attesting to your
perceived interest in teaching/ speech-language, demonstrated competencies and skills, and perceived and/or indicated intent
to serve students with disabilities ages birth through twenty-one in a Tennessee public school.

LETTER OF INTENT: You MUST attach a letter of intent that addresses the following: why you want to obtain a Tennessee
teacher license in Special Education or Speech-Language Pathology; your current employment (what you do; who you serve;
if in a school setting, describe the students served, number of students, grade level, etc.); your intent to teach in a Tennessee
public school serving students with disabilities ages birth through twenty-one upon receipt of the special education license or
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33.

endorsement; and your understanding that you must teach/serve as a speech-language pathologist in a Tennessee public
school two years for each year of financial support received through the BASE-TN Teaching Program. Your letter of intent
MUST also state that you understand that you will be required to repay the funds if you (a) fail to complete the
program, or (b) elect not to fulfill the service requirements. Additionally, your letter MUST state that you have read
and fully understand the BASE-TN Teaching Program current Guidelines (give date of Guidelines).

32. REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS:

O00 O0a0o

College Transcript(s) D Four Letters of Recommendation
Plan of Study D Letter of Acceptance to Graduate/Undergraduate School

Letter from Teacher Education Program /Speech-Language Department Indicating Acceptance or Eligibility for
Acceptance (if you have been accepted or you have been informed of your eligibility for acceptance)

Letter of Intent D Standardized Test Score Reports included in Item 28 above

Copy of Applicant’s Tennessee Teacher License

Two-Page essay on the pros and cons of online/distance education learning versus taking courses in a traditional
classroom (Must be submitted by speech-language applicants only)

CERTIFICATION BY APPLICANT

A.

I understand that this application must be completed, in full, by me; that this application MUST include the
Institution's certification as indicated in Part II; and that this application must be forwarded to the college or
university where I am seeking admittance by the deadline established by that institution.

Applicant’s Signature: Date:

I realize that this application must be supported by copies of all my transcripts of college credits, standardized
test score reports, four letters of recommendations, acceptance letter from the Graduate or Undergraduate
School, acceptance letter from the institution's teacher education program / speech-language department
(indicating that I have been admitted or that I am eligible to be admitted — if this step has been completed), a
copy of my Plan of Study, and my letter of intent.

Applicant’s Signature: Date:

I agree to provide other documentation as may be requested to verify the information in this application. I
authorize the education institution to release to the Tennessee Department of Education, Division of Special
Education, or its agents, any information requested by such individuals (e.g., current address, enrollment
status, GPA, etc.).

Applicant’s Signature: Date:

I affirm that any funds obtained as a result of this application will be used solely for expenses related to
attendance in teacher education (special education/speech-language pathology) at the educational institution
indicated in this application.

Applicant’s Signature: Date:

I understand that I must reapply for this program at least once per year following my initial acceptance in
keeping with the requirements of the college or university where I am enrolled and as determined by my Plan
of Study. I understand that I must make satisfactory progress in all courses to continue receiving financial
support from the BASE-TN Teaching Program.

Applicant’s Signature: Date:

I understand that the specific amount of BASE-TN Teaching Program tuition/financial support received will be
determined by the institution where I am enrolled and will be limited to the available funds. I further
understand the funds will be awarded in keeping with the guidelines, policies and procedures of the Tennessee
Department of Education, the Granting Agency of this Program.

Applicant’s Signature: Date:

I also understand that I will be required to repay all or part of the BASE-TN scholarship assistance to the State
of Tennessee if I fail to meet the terms and conditions of the assistance as defined in the BASE-TN Teaching
Program Guidelines.

Applicant’s Signature: Date:
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H. I have read and fully understand Section VI (C) of the BASE-TN Guidelines that addresses “cancellation.” I
have read and fully understand Section VI (D) of the BASE-TN Guidelines that addresses “repayment.” I
affirm my willingness to be governed by these sections if I am awarded BASE-TN Teaching Program funds.

Applicant’s Signature: Date:

I I agree to notify the TN Department of Education, Division of Special Education, and the college or university
where I enroll of any change in my status including but not limited to my name, address, school attendance, and
employment status.

Applicant’s Signature: Date:

J. I understand to remain eligible for the BASE-TN Teaching Program financial assistance, I must satisfy the
academic requirements of the college or university where enrolled as well as that institution's teacher education
program / department of speech-language requirements.

Applicant’s Signature: Date:

K. I affirm my intent to teach / serve as a speech-language pathologist in an approved Tennessee public school*
serving students with disabilities ages birth through twenty-one 2 years for each academic year the award is
received. (For the purpose of this award, one academic year equals 30 semester hours of financial support to
special education teacher candidates and 27 semester hours of financial support to speech-language pathology
candidates.) I understand that if I fail to satisfy this service obligation, I will be required to repay all the
BASE-TN funds expended on my behalf plus interest and costs associated with the collection thereof, if any, in
keeping with the requirements as set forth by the State of Tennessee.

*I also understand that employment by a private agency in a contractual arrangement with an approved
Tennessee public school will NOT satisfy the service obligations requirements of the BASE-TN Program.

Applicant’s Signature: Date:

L. I understand that I will be required to sign a Student Service Agreement, a Certification of Eligibility for
Federal Assistance, a Promissory Note each semester BASE-TN tuition support is received, and an Exit
Certificate that will be provided to me by the college or university, and that these documents will be maintained
by that institution. The TN Department of Education will also maintain a copy of the Promissory Notes and the
signed Exit Certificate.

Applicant’s Signature: Date:

M. I certify that I have read this application and that it is accurate to the best of my knowledge and accurately
reflects my intent.

Applicant’s Signature: Date:

Part II must also be completed as indicated and included
with this application. (See the next page).
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PART II

(This part must be completed by the Teacher Education Program/Speech-Language Department to which the student has been formally
admitted, is currently under consideration for admission, or has expressed intent to seek admission. The student named below is
applying for BASE-TN Teaching Program tuition support.)

BASE TN Teaching Program Applicant:

Telephone No.: Mobile or Cellular No.:

34. Current Mailing Address:

City: State: ZI1P: + County:

L R R e R

35. Name of College or University:

Address:

Director of Teacher Education Program/Head Speech-Language Department:

TELEPHONE: FAX:
E-MAIL:
36. Residency (of Student Applicant): In State Out —of-State
37. Standardized Test Scores: ACT SAT MAT GRE
38. Undergraduate for Semester Graduate for Semester
Cumulative GPA: Hours Cumulative GPA Hours

39. This applicant's Plan of Study has been developed jointly with the student after an evaluation of his/her transcript(s) and
delineates course(s) needed to help applicant satisfy requirements leading to (a) an initial Tennessee teacher license in an area
of Special Education/Speech-Language Pathology, (b) an endorsement in an area of Special Education, or (c) a Master’s
degree in Speech-Language Pathology. O Yes O No

40. CERTIFICATION BY OFFICIAL OF STATE APPROVED TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAM/SPEECH-LANGUAGE
DEPARATMENT:

I certify that the information given in Part II above is complete and correct to the best of my knowledge; that the above-named
student has been formally admitted (or has expressed intent to seek admission) to the State approved Teacher Education
Program/Speech-Language Program at University/College that offers a
concentration or major in special education/speech-language pathology; and that graduates of this program will take courses
that satisfy requirements for Tennessee licensure in special education or graduate level speech-language pathology.

Signature of Dean, Director of Teacher Education Program, or Head of Speech-Language Departinent

Title: Date:

NOTE: This part of the BASE TN Application should be completed by the official of the college or
university as indicated, signed and returned to the BASE TN Teaching Program applicant
named above as part of the application process.
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APPENDIX C

Become A Special Educator in TN

TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Division of Special Education
7" Floor, Andrew Johnson Tower
710 James Robertson Parkway

615-532-3259 ~~

TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION — PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICE

Nashville, TN 37243
1-888 -212-3162 ~~ 615-532-9412 (FAX)

WEB SITE LIST

District Office ‘

Alamo

URL
http://www.alamoschool.org/

Alcoa

http://www.alcoaschools.net

Alvin C York Institute

http://www?2.york.k12.tn.us/

Anderson County

http://www.acs.ac/

Athens

http://www.athenscityschools.net/

Bedford County

http://www.bedfordk12tn.com

Benton County

http://www.bcos.org

Bledsoe County

http://WWW.BLEDSOE.K12.TN.US/

Blount County

http://www.blountkl12.orqg/

Bradley County

http://www.bradleyschools.org/

Bristol

http://www.btcs.org/

Campbell County

http://www.campbell.k12.tn.us/

Carter County

http://carter.k12.tn.us

Cheatham County

http://cheatham.k12tn.net//

Chester County

http://chestercountyschools.org

Claiborne County

http://www.claibornecountyschools.com

Clay County

http://www.clay-lea.k12.tn.us/
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Cleveland

Clinton

Cocke County
Coffee County
Crockett County
Cumberland County
Davidson County
DeKalb County
Dickson County
Dyer County
Dyersburg
Elizabethton
Etowah
Fayetteville
Franklin

Franklin County
Gibson Co Sp Dist
Giles County
Grainger County
Greene County
Greeneville
Grundy County

H Rock Bruceton
Hamblen County
Hamilton County
Hardeman County
Hardin County
Hawkins County
Haywood County
Henderson County
Henry County
Hickman County
Houston County

http://www.clevelandschools.org

http://www.clintonschools.orqg/

http://www.cocke.k12.tn.us/

http://www.coffeecountyschools.com/

http://www.ccetc.org/

http://ccschools.k12tn.net

http://www.mnps.org

http://web.dekalb.k12tn.net/

http://www.dicksoncountyschools.org/

http://www.dyercs.net

http://www.dcs.k12tn.net/dcs/index.html

http://ecschools.net/

http://www.etowahcityschool.com/

http://www.fcsboe.org

http://www.fssd.orqg/

http://franklincountyschools.k12tn.net/

http://www.qgcssd.org/

http://www.qgiles-lea.qgiles.k12.tn.us

http://www.grainger.k12.tn.us

http://www.greene.xtn.net/—qgcs/

http://www.qgcschools.net/

http://www.grundyschoolsystem.com

http://www.hrbk12.org

http://www.hcboe.net

http://www.hcde.org/

http://www.hardemancountyschools.org

http://www.hardin.k12.tn.us/

http://www.hawkinsschools.net

http://www.haywood.k12.tn.us

http://www.henderson-lea.henderson.k12.tn.us/

http://www.henry.k12.tn.us/

http://www.hickman.k12tn.net/

http://houston.k12.tn.us/
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Humboldt
Huntingdon
Jackson County
Jefferson County
Johnson City
Johnson County
Kingsport

Knox County
Lake County
Lauderdale County
Lawrence County
Lebanon

Lenoir City
Lewis County
Lexington
Lincoln County
Loudon County
Macon County
Madison County
Manchester
Marion County
Marshall County
Maryville

Maury County
McMinn County
McNairy County
Memphis

Milan

Monroe County

Montgomery County

Moore County
Morgan County
Murfreesboro

http://www.humboldtschools.com/

http://www.huntingdonschools.orqg

http://volweb.utk.edu/school/jackson/

http://jc-schools.net/

http://www.jcschools.org

http://www.jocoed.k12tn.net

http://www.k12k.com

http://www.kcs.k12tn.net

http://www.lake.k12.tn.us

http://www.lced.net/

http://www.lcss.us

http://www.lIssd.org

http://www.lenoircityschools.com

http://www.lewis.k12.tn.us

http://www.caywood.org/

http://www.Ilcdoe.orqg/

http://k12.loudoncounty.org

http://maconcountyschools.com

http://www.jmcss.net/

http://www.manchestercitysch.org

http://www.marionschools.org

http://www.mcs.k12.tn.us/

http://www.ci.maryville.tn.us/schools/

http://www.maurykl12.org/

http://www.mcminn.k12.tn.us/

http://www.mchairy.org

http://www.memphis-schools.k12.tn.us/

http://www.milanssd.orqg/

http://www.monroe.k12.tn.us

http://www.cmcss.net

http://moore.k12.tn.us/

http://www.mcs.k12tn.net/index.htm

http://www.cityschools.net/
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Oak Ridge http://www.ortn.edu/

Obion County http://www.obioncountyschools.com
Oneida http://www.oneidaschools.org/
Overton County http://www.overton.k12tn.net/

Paris http://www.paris.k12.tn.us/

Perry County http://www.perryboe.com/

Pickett County http://www.pickett.k12tn.net/

Polk County http://www.polkcountyschools.com/
Putnam County http://www.putnam.k12.tn.us/

Rhea County http://www.rheacounty.org

Roane County http://www.roaneschools.com/
Robertson County http://www.robcoschools.org
Rogersville http://www.rcschool.net/

Rutherford County http://www.rcs.k12.tn.us/

Scott County http://www.scottcounty.net/

Sevier County http://www.sevier.org/

Shelby County http://www.scsk12.0rg

Smith County http://boe.smithcounty.com/

South Carroll http://rocketsonline.org

Stewart County http://www.stewartcountyschools.net/
Sullivan County http://www.scde.k12.tn.us

Sumner County http://www.sumnerschools.org
Sweetwater http://www.sweetwatercityschools.com
Tenn Sch For Deaf http://www.tsdeaf.org

Tenn School For Blind http://www.tsb.k12tn.net/

Tipton County http://www.tipton-county.com/
Trenton http://trentonssd.org/

Trousdale County http://www.tcschools.org

Tullahoma http://www.tullahomacityschools.net/
Unicoi County http://www.unicoischools.com

Union City http://www.union-city-hs.obion.k12.tn.us/
Union County http://www.ucps.org

Warren County http://www.warrenschools.com
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Washington County

http://www.wcde.org/

Wayne County

http://www.wayne-lea.wayne.k12.tn.us/

Weakley County

http://www.weakleycountyschools.com

Williamson County

http://www.wcs.edu

Wilson County

http://www.wcschools.com/

121 Listed

Department of Education
Andrew Johnson Tower - 6th floor
Mashville TH 37243-0375
615.741.2731
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